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Abstract
This article aims to evaluate the committees to investigate
international crimes, by comparing between the Committee of
Inquiry into crimes committed in Darfur and the fact-finding
committee in the Gaza Strip. In terms of highlighting the
differences between the two committees, the way they work and
the recommendations proposed by, and procedures arising from

that. In order to achieve criminal justice according to the standards
of objectivity, impartiality, and neutrality.
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"([)The Oslo Process generated an expectation of an improvement in this

matter which has not been realized. While Israel released large numbers
of convicted Palestinian prisoners in the framework of the Oslo Accords,
it continues to employ administrative detention on a large scale. "
B’'Tselem, Prisoners of Peace: Administrative Detention during the Oslo
Process (June 1997), report, p. 04. available at:

available at
http://www.btselem.org/Download/199706_Prisoners_Of Peace Eng.p
df.
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(Q¢ )-" Israel currently holds thousands of Palestinians in its prisons.
Most have been convicted in court, but hundreds of them have been
held for months or years under administrative orders, without being
tried.”

HaMoked and B’Tselem, Without Trial, Administrative Detention of
Palestinians by Israel and the Internment of Unlawful Combatants
Law, October 2009, report, p. 04. available at:

www.btselem.org/Download/200910_ Without_Trial_Eng.pdf
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-(: [])Report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on the Gaza

Conflict, HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL, A/HRC/12/48, 25 September 2009,
p. 13.
(¢ v)-"As you all know, the Mission was established in April of this year with

the mandate to investigate “all violations of International Human Rights
Law and International Humanitarian Law that might have been
committed at any time in the context of the military operations that
were conducted in Gaza from 27 December 2008 — 18 January 2009,
whether before during or after”". Statement by Richard Goldstone on
behalf of the Members of the United Nations Fact Finding Mission on
the Gaza Conflict before the Human Rights Council, Human Rights
Council 12th Session — 29 September 2009, Geneva, 29 September 2009,
p. 02.

(¢ [])- Follow-up to the report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on

the Gaza Conflict,

Resolution 16/32 adopted by the Human Rights Council, Human Rights

Council, 13 April 2011, A/HRC/RES/16/32.
coill plus¥l 3gis ué o)l Akl ] aluladl 105 /65 olall dynadl )3 (¢
Lald] 8yl (A8 ,2dl il Lo L Alid] Liawlall (5,31 3 cpalalall
A/RES/65/105, 20 January 2011 Jlec3l Jgu> oo 52 widl ogitudly
(¢ : )- "We know a lot more today about what happened in the Gaza war of
2008-09 than we did when | chaired the fact-finding mission appointed
by the U.N. Human Rights Council that produced what has come to be
known as the Goldstone Report. If | had known then what | know now,
the Goldstone Report would have been a different document". Richard
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Goldstone, Reconsidering the Goldstone Report on Israel and war
crimes, The Washington Post, Friday, April 1.
(¢ ¢ )"Our report found evidence of potential war crimes and “possibly

crimes against humanity” by both Israel and Hamas. That the crimes
allegedly committed by Hamas were intentional goes without saying —
its rockets were purposefully and indiscriminately aimed at civilian
targets".

(¢ [D)-"The allegations of intentionality by Israel were based on the deaths of
and injuries to civilians in situations where our fact-finding mission had
no evidence on which to draw any other reasonable conclusion".

(¢ =)-"For example, the most serious attack the Goldstone Report focused

on was the killing of some 29 members of the al-Simouni family in their
home. The shelling of the home was apparently the consequence of an
Israeli commander’s erroneous interpretation of a drone image, and an
Israeli officer is under investigation for having ordered the attack".

(¢ [)- "Israel’s lack of cooperation with our investigation meant that we

were not able to corroborate how many Gazans killed were civilians and
how many were combatants. The Israeli military’s numbers have turned
out to be similar to those recently furnished by Hamas (although Hamas
may have reason to inflate the number of its combatants)".
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August 2009
([Jv)- | insisted on changing the original mandate adopted by the Human
Rights Council, which was skewed against Israel
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([JD)- Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council, 13/9: Follow-up to

the report of the United Nations Independent International Fact-Finding
Mission on the Gaza Conflict, Human Rights Council, Thirteenth session,
Agenda item 7, Human rights situation in Palestine and other occupied
Arab territories. A/HRC/RES/13/9 14 April 2010. P. 03

([J4 )- "As | indicated from the very beginning, | would have welcomed

Israel’s cooperation. The purpose of the Goldstone Report was never to
prove a foregone conclusion against Israel".
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(=:)- "Also recommends that the General Assembly remain apprised of
the matter until it is satisfied that appropriate action has been taken
at the domestic or international level to ensure justice for victims and
accountability for perpetrators, and also remain ready to consider
whether additional action within its powers is required in the interests
of justice"

Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council 16/32 Follow-up to the
report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on the Gaza
Conflict, Human Rights Council Sixteenth session m Agenda item 7
Human rights situation in Palestine and other occupied Arab
territories
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